DEVIZES & DISTRICT U3A
29TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
23 JUNE 2026
AT THE WYVERN CLUB, DEVIZES. 2.00 PM
CHAIR AND TRUSTEES’ REPORT

Looking back over the past 12 months. I’m pleased to report that our U3A continues to thrive.  Last autumn financial concerns arose due to rising costs of venue hire, speakers, etc.  This meant we could overspend before April 2026.  To ensure our dwindling membership fund didn’t go too low we had to reduce our outgoings.
Thus we introduced a request for donations for beverages at events which does cover the cost of milk, etc.  We also made our Christmas party a ticketed event and sales of £300.00 covered the cost of our speaker, David Allen, who entertained us on 9th December with his talk ‘Merry Christmas, Mr Dickens’.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 27th March 2026 we had a special birthday.  Our Committee, plus members’ commitment, became evident to me as we celebrated our 30th Anniversary at the Conservative Club.  Displays of our historic photographs, tables set with flowers, bunting put up and a large decorated cake all made it special.  I wish to thank everyone involved for donating both money and their time for this event.  Over 100 members attended, more than we had catered for, but I believe we all enjoyed ourselves.
We now have over 630 members, and our interest groups, the true life blood of our U3A, have grown from strength to strength, totaling 68.  New Groups have been added, including Skittles and Pickleball.  From this autumn we’re planning a monthly T Dance at the Nursteed Centre.  
It is thanks to our voluntary group leaders that our U3A is thriving and their commitment ensures we meet members’ ever evolving interests.  However, to meet the demands we face, we do need members to volunteer as Group Leaders.  If you have an interest you wish to share with others, please contact our Group Leader Co-ordinator who will guide and support you in developing a group.
Our unwavering support for each other, driven by shared characteristics, interests and values has created our vibrant and positive community.  As we conclude another successful year, I look forward if re-elected, to working with the committee and members to navigate any new challenges we encounter.  To ensure our continued growth and ability to meet the needs of members and the wider community is my priority.

